criminating mind. Judge Berrien was not less highly favored in both respects, and had besides, acquired a greater wariness in debate by a lonsr and more busy professional life. They were both ambitious and looked forward, as they had a right to do, to high rank in the party of which they were members.
When called upon in the Commitee for my opinion of the Bill, I declared myself ready to vote for a Bankrupt law proper, applicable to merchants and traders, but opposed to the ninety-third section as unauthorized by the Constitution and in every^ respect inexpedient. I was prepared to assign the reasons which had brought my mind to those conclusions but was prevented from doing so by finding no disposition such as I had anticipated, on the part of the leading supporters of the measure in its original shape, to make me a convert to their opinions. The sense of the Committee was at once taken and a majority declared in favor of the whole Bill. Differences of opinion in regard to the disputed section were regarded with indulgence as results which had been expected, and dissentients were referred to the Senate Chamber for the explanation and vindication of their views.
I was certainly somewhat piqued at this course but having witnessed similar proceedings among political friends when acting upon subjects supposed to be of great interest in the public mind I determined to be no further influenced by it than to give the Bill a more thorough examination after stating more distinctly to the committee my intention to ° oppose it if the objectionable clause was retained. I went to the Senate intending to confine myself to a simple and brief statement of the ground I occupied, notwithstanding that I had, as I believed, made myself master of the subject and notwithstanding the feelings produced by my construction of the course pursued in the committee. I came to this conclusion because my support even of the constitutional parts of the Bill was little more than an acquiescence in the opinions and wishes of my friends—my own impressions being then tis they have been since that the frauds inseparable from the execution of a national bankrupt system are likely to outweigh its advantages and I could therefore feel no great solicitude for its passage. Besides I feared that I could not present the encroachment of the ninety-third section upon a state sovereignty in its details and in the proportions which the subject allowed -without mortifying the pride of my southern friends by holding them up to their constituents as unfaithful to a principle which was the corner stone of our Party and particularly so regarded in the states they represented.
0 MS. II, p. 115.pon the security founded on the fear of imprison-
